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rfhis 1s the first broadcast of the P.P.P, after Nomination

Day. T would llke to de2l with our economio policy - what we
wand for, “ome say thet we don't know where we sre going, thet
we have no polfoy. This is certainly not true,
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- The People's Progressive Party has definite objeotives;
Iv's dedicated to the goal, to the ideal of socislism, The primary

Q”ﬁ&ﬁfof‘our economlc policy is to raise living standards, to end

the soour@e of unemployment and to provide for a more equitable
distribution of the nation income,

S

We will not follow in the footsteps of the Interim Government .
Wﬁ?ﬁﬁ golioy and programme the World Bank severely oriticised -
Whatﬁqpo ;ate Mr, Raatgever dubbed mere show pieces, Wow will we
achieve, our goal? We will not squander money, The Peoplels
Progressive, Party will formulate a sound programme, carefully
balencing the econnmmic and social aspects of development, Where
will. our-emphasis be? Will we glve priority to agriculture or to
heavy indugtry? Some say thet we should concentrate on heavy
jndustny.. .They criticise wus for spending too much money on
agriculture, We are accused  doing so for politicel reasons,
These persons charge thet we are dolng so because our supporters
live in the rural areas, This is obviously foolish Did not .
Mr. Adler, the World Bank Economist, say that we nad correctly
assessed priorities in our Development Plan? \\

e - Iet me say this to our corities, We are fully aware as they

are that 1ndustr1es generate wealth more rapidly, thet industrlalisa-
tion result 1n_faster economic growth, But we are equally aware

.1, that . heavy industries are highly capital-intensive; that is, they

employ fewer people per unit of @pltal invested,; For instance,
the recently built alumina plant cost $65 m,, about $162,000
per person employed, Compare this with about $9,000 per femily
"for land.settlement sohemes like Blaok Bush Polder, More then
any,otheyﬁwp_are terribly conscious of the need for a balanced
indus t¥lal-agrioultural development, But however much we desire
industrlalisation, we could not proceed faster because of

. several fagtors. :Almost nothing by way of exact plens, blue-

prints.end, feasibility studies was done by previous governments,
We assumed office with & huge and growing unemployment end under-
employment problem, We were not building from scretch, We had
to build on a base we inherited, It should be noted that our.

- eoonomy like that of almost every underdeveloped country is based
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on agriculture, For a backward country therefore agriculture must
play a leading role in the short-term period. Every country which
1s today highly developed and industrialised has done so by first
building an agricultural -base. This was their jumpihg of f ground:
And 1t must be ours also, '

Our oppcnénts in the Legislsature and elsewhere who coriticise
us for concentrating on agriculture must not forget two facts; |
Filrstly, unemployment in the towns is aggrevated by the influx of
people from the rural areas because of iand tunizer and the ravages Y
of floods and droug. .s, Seccndly, for every femily employed divrectly »
in agriculbwre, three or four others galn indivsct employment.in
different fields - In transport and shipping, on the steamers,on
the rallways, on the water front; in commerce; in stores and in
banks; and also marketing organisctions - the Rice Marketing Board,
Produce Depots, M1lk Pasteurisation Plant ete, Thirdly,our
agriculiural policy has led 0 & more plentiful and cheap supply of
foods, rice, ground provisions, milk, beef, pork etc, resulting -in
our populztion being the best fed in the British Caribbean area,

It has also kept tre cost of living relatively stable, The West
Indian Economist of April 1961 shows &n increase in the cost of
living in the three-year period 1957 to 1960 of 13 points in
Jamaica, 16 points in Trinidaé end only 4 points in British Guiana,
Had our food index risen to the same extent since 1957 as Jamaicea
and Trinided we would have had to mend nearly am additional $1 m.
each year %o feed curselves, This means nearly $3 m, for the last -
three years, quite a substantial saving to the urban people,

What has been done and wWiat do we intend to do in the futune?
Let us deal firstly with the quastion of Drainsge and Irrigationl
Floods and drougﬁtsnhave been ihe bugbear of this cowntry. Everyone
has recognised this, This is vhy we have always struegled for
the fullest implementation of the Hutchinson!s comprehensive
Prainage an& Irrigation Schemes, Tt is we who have made Hutchinson's
name famous in almost every household in this country, The
Boeragirie Scheme for the West Coast, Demerara and the Black Bush
Polder Scheme &éare finished. The Tapakuma Lake Scheme has been
sterted, The engineering survey for the Mahaicony/Abary Scheme
was recently completed, An approach for the sum of $40 m, for this
quarter million-acre scheme has teen made to the International ,
Development Association, At 1ts last meeting in May, the Board off_f;i
the United Nationms Specilsl Fund approved of s $14 million pre-
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Investment survey for the Greater Jsnj)e Projlect, This is the 1ast‘ 
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;f the HUtchinsqpha_é;hemes. When completed 1t will commend # m,
acyes, _

Outside of drainage and irrigetion, you =sre aware that the
United Natlons with the assistance of FAO soil sclentists are now
engeged in a soil survey for practically the whole country, Thils
$1 m. scheme is the largest soll survey scheme yet approved by the
United Wations,

Now, we have not stopped there, ILet us consider other flelds.,
There 1s & bar problem at.the mouth of our rivers, Big ships
cennot come in nor go out, This means that we are losing money in
meny ways, For instance, our tourist trade im affected adversely:
Blg tourist cruise ships stop off in Trinidad., Even some of our imports
are transhipped & Trinidad., This means increased prices for your
goods., Small bauxite boats have to unload at a transshipment point
in Trinidad, This means more eXpenses and less profits for the
Companies and thus less income taxes for us, Then there is the
problem of our foreshore erosion. This is costing us millions of
dollars on sea defence works,

You know that these two problems - herbour siltation and
foreshore erosion - have been tazken in hand, The Dutch engineers
who were hired by the United Nations Special Fund have almost
completed their study, '

What about the Interior? We have been dreaming for generations
about interior development and an interior road, The road survey
to the Interior is to be completed in & month's time. This study
is beilng financed from a generous grant of about %% m, from a U,S.
Government Agenoy, the T.C.A. It is 1ikely that we will obtain about
$11 m. to 812 m, for the construction of this. road from another
U.S. Government Agency, the Development Loan Fun%f Ineildentally,
this road will 1link up Mackenzie with Georgetown.

Then there 1s Hydro-eleotricity. Iast year a United Natioums
Consultant, Mf. Snethlage, came here, He informed us that we have
tremendous potential for hydro-electric develovment., While on this
question, you willl recall that the Cuban Governmment has promised us
all the cement, the plent and geﬁerating equlipment which will be
required to set up a $30 m, hydro scheme on the Demerara River,

We have made two other applications to the United Nations,
The first deals with mineral surveying., Bauxite and manganese now
play an important role in our eoondmy but two-thirds of our country
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1s not yet properly geologically surveyed, Fé;ngoheme, Ye appgg#;h,
will allow us to do geological surveying by more modern and efficient
methods; namely, by geophysical and alrborne magnetometer survey;%g.
The second application deals with a complete forestry survey and
inventory. We know that néérly.?S% of our country 1s covered .by
forests consldered to be one of the best forests in the yorld. What
we do not know is how many speciles and what quantity of each specle
occurs 1n each gilven area or square wile, This suréey 15 intended
to give us in detail all this information and to tell us what
factories we must establish to utilise our forest resources,

Our 1last and latest application deals with large-scale
interior settlement schemes, This will cover three sreas = the _
Rupununi Savannahs, particulerly.for the Amerindians;'ébooo acres
In the North West District and 6,000 square miles in the Kopinang
area. We have asked the United Nations for a team of éxperts e
agronomlsts, agricultural economist8,geologists and foresters =
whose job will be to work out a blueprint for an integrated develop-
ment - agriculture, mineral znd ferestry - for these areas,

To sum up. Our drainage and irrigation schemes have been

. blueprinted, We have planned to 'bust! open the interior, Oyr next
jumping off'ground is industrialisation., We are not going to sit
around and wait for private forelgn investors tocome here when théy
are good end ready, '

Indeed, we do not share the view thet hundred of millions or
blllions of dollars are jusﬁ walting tocome to our country. Why did
1% not come before? Some smart Aleas wlll say beceuse of the P.P.P.'s
policles, Weéll, let them ask themselves why these investors did not
come before the formation of the P.P.P, in 1950.. .Ibu mustlknow this
- colonies and semi-colonles like Latin Anerica aré not meant.to'be
industriz Used, They ore meant as sources of food, raw materiai and
mineral resources and as markets for industriallised godds:

Like Ghana, Tndia, Guinea, Ipdonesia eto,, the P.P,P, proposes
to establish 1ﬁdustr1eé wherever necesééry. There will‘continue to
be room for privete investors, Industries will be orgenised in a
number of ways - privately, cooperatively, publicly 2nd by & ocombina-
tion of these, ,

T am sure that you will sgree with me that this country is now
on the move, Who can dcocubt that the ground work has been 12id?
We are the first colonial territory in the Western Hemisphere to
get a World BaEk Locn, We have got more United Nations ald than

all the West Indian territorles put together, Allthls has been due
0 qur iwnitlativo,
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- Soon afjosw twe-Elections, we are going to seek further finance
- for enlarging the Development Plan, Industries will be financed

on a package-deal basis in the same way as the Electricity Company
takeover and expansion, They will be paid back from profits earned,
We will expand the $110 m. progremme for what is celled infra-
structure development; 1,e, bosic things like roads, sea defences
water and electricity, and telecommunicetions, etc, By the way,

I can't for the life of me see see how some people are going to
obtain $500 for this -tvpe of work when we were told that we can't
get more than $110 m, for development as a whole, And remember that
the 1imit of $110 m., was fixed by the cconomists who can be saild

to speak for the West - John Adler of the World Benk and Kemneth
Berrill of Cambridge University, whose reports the Colonial Office
and British Treasury have endorsed, Incidentally, please remember.
when astronomical figures are, mentioned to you, that for the Whole,
I repeat, the whole of -Iatin America only $500 m. has been set asie
by the U.S. Government, Clearly, the only way open for us is to
try to get low-interest, long-perilod-repayment loans and to get 1t
from wherever we can., Only the P.P.P. is in a position to bargain
for thls, Scientists and explorers the world over are opeuning up
new horlzons, Only with the P.P.P. you can share in this adventure,
Ours is a glorious future. To use an aeronautical term, we are on
the verge of the 'take off, The choice is now yours,

What are the altermatives facing you., On the one hand,
contlinued plunder and explolitation based on private greed and profit
which grinds out hunger, 111l health and insecurity smd widens the
gap between the "haves" and "haves nots," Oun the other hand, the
vislon of socialism, the realisation of man'!s growing ambition to
control his natural environment to exploit it for the benefit of all
men and to fashion for his descendants a worthwhile heritage.

You must choose rationally - not only for yourselves but for
future generations, You can go forward or you can go backward -
with one party, back to pre-1953, with another, back to the Interim
Government - a distinction without -much difference, Forward with the
P.P.P. to freedom and independence, Ensure your future, With the
P,F.P. you have a glorious destiny, VOTE P.P.P.
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